

Getting the most out of Poki's Poker Academy 

Learn by Playing 

Poki's Poker Academy takes advantage of the fact that most of us learn best by doing. With 
sophisticated computer opponents, you will be able to play thousands of hands to hone your Texas Hold 'em 
skills. 



-lD| x| 



File Options Dealer Table Window Help 




There are other places you can play poker, but Poki's Poker Academy is your best choice for learning. 
Sitting down at a real money poker table, be it at a casino, cardroom, or online, provides a good learning 
experience but can be very costly. And for beginners just starting out, other players may not be forthcoming 
with advice that will help you beat them in the long run. 

When you play online against other people on a play money site you often find that your opponents are 
not playing their best game. They realize it is not actual money and do not worry about losing virtual dollars. 
They very rarely fold, instead gambling on hitting their longshot draws. Playing against these types of 
opponents can actually hurt your poker game when you decide to make the switch to real money — beating 
someone who doesn't care about losing is much different than players trying their hardest to win. 

Poki's Poker Academy doesn't share these shortcomings. You don't have to perfect your game while 
risking money at a casino. And the computer opponents are sophisticated sparring partners. They are not going 
to take it easy on you because it is not real money. What's more they will let you look at their cards, change 
stakes, shuffle up the tables, play with a full table, short-handed, or heads up and are always at your beck and 
call on your home computer or laptop on the road. All without complaining or giving anything but their best. If 
you can get to the point where you can consistently beat the hardest opponents Poki's Poker Academy has to 
offer, you will be well prepared to take on the larger poker world. 



Learn by Studying 

Playing a large number of hands against serious opponents will improve your game. But you can 
improve faster by studying some of the hands to a greater depth. The Hand Evaluator will let you load any 
current hand and look at its specifics. It will show you what the mathematical strength of your hand is. You can 
use that to look at how the computer rates your hand. It allows you to graphically adjust how loose or tight your 
opponents as a group are playing and see what that does to the distribution of hands they are likely to hold and 
whether or not those hands beat yours. You can do a quick simulation to try a large number of combinations of 
future board cards and hole cards to see how many times you'd expect to win, lose, or tie. 
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The Hand Evaluator is not meant to be used on every hand. Instead, players should use it to analyze a 
particularly tricky situation and to check from time to time to see that their poker intuition fits with 



mathematical numbers. 



Over the course of a poker session you will play many hands. How well did you do? Much of the 
answer comes from looking at your bankroll, and seeing how much money you made (or lost). A single number 
only gives you an overview of the session however, and you should take the time to look in more detail where 
things went well, or badly. 
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The Player Statistics window allows you to take a look at your bankroll over time, as well as the 
bankrolls of the computer opponents you played against. The graph is not just a pretty picture but a tool to help 
you understand your wins and losses. Did all of your wins come in a short period of time or is it slow, steady 
improvement? Do you have a large drop somewhere in an otherwise winning session? Perhaps one of the 
opponents made a longshot on you and you went on "tilt". 



Exclusive to Poki's Poker Academy is luck analysis. Poker is a game of skill yet the cards you hold are 
based on luck. It is just as important to minimize your losses when you get unlucky as it is to maximize your 
gains when the cards are on your side. In the Player Statistic window you can overlay the graph of your 
bankroll with a measure of the luck of cards. Were you just getting a bad run of cards, or did you misplay a 
hand? When your luck turns, do you adapt quickly or assume for too long that it will change back? What about 
the AI players who are winning, is it luck based or are they exploiting a weakness in your game? 

When you've identified an area of the graph where you played especially well or especially poorly, it 
is a good idea to look over that run of hands again. To do this, you can open the Hand History window and 
quickly flip through a number of hands, reliving the action and seeing what went right and what went wrong. 
This time you can optionally know all of your opponents cards, and see the game from their perspective. 



Learn by Experimenting 

As you progress, you may have poker questions that you'd like answered without having to actually 
wait for them to occur in a hand. How often will my Ace-Ace hold up against his 7-8 suited? What about 
against 3 players with random hands? What are the chances of me winning when I have four cards to a straight 
and flush on the flop, versus top two pair? For questions like these, Poki's Poker Academy has the Showdown 



Calculator. 
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The Showdown Calculator lets you select up to ten players, and set their cards to any two cards, or 
unknown cards. The board similarly can be set to any combination of real cards and unknown cards. You can 
then get Poki to run all possible combinations, trying each of the remaining unknown cards and reporting back 
how many times each player wins, loses, or ties the hand. If there is a large number of unknowns you can do 
simulation-trying a hundred thousand possibilities or so — instead of going through all the possibilities. 



One common use of this tool is for people who play No-Limit Texas Hold'em. Put your hole cards in, 
and the two cards of your opponent (or leave your opponents cards blank to simulate they have a random hand) 
and press go. It will tell you exactly what your chances are if you go all-in pre-flop. You can then decide if the 
odds you are getting are worth the risk. Experimentation with the Showdown Calculator can be invaluable for 
forming a strategy for when you are low on chips in a tournament and have to pick your best shot for going all 
in. 



Extendibility 

If you are a programmer, you can program your own computer opponent using the Meerkat API, plug 
it into Poki's Poker Academy, and see how it does against yourself and the other AIs. If you aren't a 
programmer, don't worry. Our website will link to additional freely available computer opponents as they 
become available. 

If you have just heard of Texas Hold'em, Poki's Poker Academy provides a perfect environment to 
learn the game against players who will play like it is for real. And if you play Texas Hold'em for fun or 
money, invest in Poki's Poker Academy as a training tool to help you improve your game and increase your 
winning rate. 
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